Mitchell Reports 
Fewer Wiretaps 

. By John BfJjJacKenzie 

Wfcihlnrto /^t^ « Writer 

Asserting that the Nixon Administration has reduced 
Federal wiretapping, Attorney General John N. Mitchell 
said yesterday that citizens have no basis for fearing 
eavesdropping by Big Brother — “unless they are in- 
VOlvedJn organi ^d crim e/* 

Mitchell, m hii first on-the-record Washington news 
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an when he took office. Re- 
minded that FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover testified in 
A.pril that 40 taps and five mi- 
crophones were planted with 
MitcheU's approval, the Attor- 
ney General said the number 
had been reduced. 

Asked whether the number 
now was ‘‘lower than 32”— the 
j^t previous figure cited by 
ioover— ^Bilitcbell said he 

irould not be “straddled” by 
epeated questions about mim- 
ers. 

MitcheU said that he elimi- 
nated many eavesdropping de- 
vices because “on re-examina- 
tion it was determined by var- 
ious agencies and the D^art- 
ment of Justice that they were 
not productive.” 

This did not mean, however, 
that electronic eavesdropping 
was itself unproductive as con- 
tended by former Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark, Mitch- 
eU said in response bo contin- 
ued questioning. Already one 
big narcotics ring had been 
broken with a wiretap, he 
added. 
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*^^The “numbers game” over 
Viretap, appears certain to 
continue unless MitcheU 
Snakes clear publicly whether 
the amount of eavesdropping 
fluctuates. Some oibservers 
consider that the amount of 
!bourt-authorized eavesdrop- 
ping under the 1968 Federal 
xrime law is subject to great 
fluctuation. 

Wiretap Debate 
* MitcheU touched off a wlre- 
'ifip debate recently with a 
^ef filed in Chicago's Fed- 
^eral court asserting the power 
of the Executive Branch to 
eavesdrop without court su- 
pervision or disclosure upon 
allegedly subversive groups. 
Earlier the Justice Depart- 
ment bad indicated in Su- 
preme Court arguments that It 
^ras limiting its claim to unsu- 
i^rvised snooping power to 
Ihc gathering of “foreign intel- 
ligence” information. 

‘•iMore controversy was 
Jtirred when Hoover differed 
^th Clark and other former 
Justice Department officials 
aver whether the initiative to 
lap the phone of the late Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
came from Hoover or the late 
Robert F. Kennedy when he 
ivas Attorney General. 

Avoids Controversy 
MitcheU steered clear of the 
King bugging dispute. Asked 


whether he had authorized, or 
been asked to authorize, eaves- 
dropping on any other civU 
lights leaders, MitcheU rel 
pUed, Tn the normal connotal 
tion of that term, no.” | 

On other siibjects, Mitchell 
said: 

• . Complaints of Negroes in 
the North being denied the 
vote through Uteracy tests 
exist but “have not received 
fuU publicity, perhaps.” Civil 
rights opponents of the Ad- 
ministration's voting bUl caU 
MitcheU's caU for a nation- 
wide Uteracy test ban unneces- 
sary and a diversion from the 
drive to extend voting safe- 
guards in the Deep South. 
MitcheU would not specify the 
source of Northern com- 
plaints. 

• .The investigation of possi- 
ble obstruction of Justice in 
the case of former Supreme 
Court Justice Abe Fortas is 
still under way, but it does not 
invovle Fortas himself and 
never did. Reporters had 
drawn the inference that For- 
tas was under investigation 
and the Justice Department 
bad never said otherwise until 
yesterday. 

’ ^•.A nomination* to replace 
Fortas on the Court wiU come 
in time for confirmation be- 
fore the new term opens In 
October— possibly before Pres- 
ident Nixon leaves Washing- 
ton next week. 


